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Summary:
A commercial lawyer for over 15 years, Jim Leavens has represented clients in a wide variety of cases involving real estate, probate, oil and gas, mining, intellectual property, securities, corporate governance, and other commercial issues. 

Selected Representations:
1. Successful co‑counsel representation of  IT company versus former directors, officers and successor in interest company. Claims against former officers and directors included conversion of corporate property (proprietary software), fiduciary breach and usurpation of corporate opportunities. Activities during the 3 ( year case included 12 months marshalling evidence, case analysis, law analysis, client and co‑counsel negotiation, collaboration and settlement negotiation. Settlement included recovery of proprietary software to client, multi‑year structured settlement payment to client secured by UCC Lien and licensing agreements allowing defendant to remain in business.

2. Successful representation of creditor in Federal Bankruptcy Court in replevy action of 48 commercial real estate properties. Negotiated subsequent sale of properties to third party inclusive of attorney's fees and expenses. 

3. Member of joint defense team representing diverse entities including institutional investors, investment bankers and an energy marketing company in a contract dispute with the owner of multiple power plant concessions in Asia.  Trial lasted 3 1/2 months. Client was fully released and case dismissed.

4.  Member of multi‑national plaintiff team in the trans‑border representation of foreign national concerning intestate estate dispute. Assets recovered included state of the art regional hospital in Mexico, multiple bank accounts in 2 countries and museum quality antique automobile collection. Over saw subsequent auction of automobile collection. Case demanded ongoing commute between US and Mexico over a 4 year period and collaboration between US and Mexican co‑counsels. Representation conducted in English and Spanish. 

5. Co‑counsel representation of partner in partnership dispute regarding rights to certain mineral properties. Activities included participation in case analysis, document review, deposition attendance, witness preparation and ongoing collaboration with co‑counsels at trial and appellate hearing preparation. Representation included travel to 2 foreign countries and has been conducted in English and to a lesser extent French. 

6. Represented individuals in acquisition of multinational mining concern which made major mineral discovery in Russia (Siberia). Majority ownership of the concern was subsequently sold to the world(s largest controller and marketer of this type of mineral. Representation conducted in English and French. 

7. Represented individuals in the acquisition and initial equity funding of web based medical file transfer company. 

8. Represented individuals in the acquisition of debt financing for local petroleum retail business. Located lender who provided mezzanine financing.  Loan was repaid in full within 12 months.

Licenses:
Admitted to practice before all Courts of the State of Texas, May 7, 1993

Admitted to practice before the United States District Court Southern District of Texas, October 22, 1993.

Education:
Juris Doctorate; The University of Houston College of Law

Bachelor of Science cum laude, The University of Houston

Golden Key National Honor Society

Affiliations:
State Bar of Texas

American Constitution Society

The Rice Alliance for Technology and Entrepreneurship

Rice Space Institute Associate

Foreign Languages:  

(Proficient Read and Speak) Spanish, French, Swedish
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